Pathogenic IgA in IgA nephropathy: still the blind men and the elephant?
IgA nephropathy (IgAN), the most common glomerulonephritis worldwide, remains an important cause of end-stage renal failure. The pathology is characterized by mesangial deposition of IgA. The disease is now recognized as arising from anomalies of the IgA molecule and the kidneys are innocent bystanders. The immunochemical nature of the IgA molecule and its mesangial uptake command a pivotal role in the pathogenesis of IgAN.